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Drew Family Cellars
By Josh Raynolds

2009 Drew Family Vineyards Pinot Noir Morning Dew Vineyard Anderson Valley
Bright ruby. Exotical perfume of wild strawberry, raspberry compote, dried flowers and incense, perked up by with 
notes of star anise and black cardamom. Sappy and penetrating, offering lively red and dark berry flavors and a 
strong underpinning of zesty minerality. Densely packed but energetic pinot, with impressive finishing clarity, 
spiciness and length. Just 13.4% alcohol. 93

2009 Drew Family Vineyards Pinot Noir McDougall Ranch Sonoma Coast
(13.7% alcohol): Vivid ruby-red. Exotically perfumed aromas of red berry preserves, potpourri and musky herbs, 
with a subtle cola quality in the background. Fleshy and smooth on entry, then tangy and incisive in the mid-
palate, offering bright red and dark berry flavors and notes of violet and licorice pastille. Finishes on a sweet note 
of black raspberry, with silky tannins adding shape and grip. Give this some air if you insist on opening one any 
time soon. 92

2009 Drew Family Vineyards Pinot Noir Fog Eater Anderson Valley
(a moderate 13.6% alcohol): Deep red. High-pitched, fragrant aromas of cherry pit, black raspberry and smoky 
minerals, with a floral quality that gains strength with air. Juicy and precise in the mouth, offering lively red and 
dark berry flavors underscored by spice and rose pastille. Finishes with gentle grip and noteworthy energy, with 
the cherry note repeating. Made from a blend of 60% Balo and 40% Monument Tree vineyards. 92

2009 Drew Family Vineyards Pinot Noir Valenti Vineyard Mendocino Ridge
Bright ruby. High-pitched aromas of raspberry, Asian spices and potpourri, along with subtle cola and vanilla 
nuances. Deeper dark fruit qualities appear on the palate, which offers black raspberry and cherry and sexy notes 
of star anise and cinnamon. Closes on a tangy note, with refreshingly bitter bite to the recurring notes of spices 
and flowers. This pinot's low 13.4% alcohol no doubt contributes to its fat-free character. 92

2009 Drew Family Vineyards Pinot Noir Balo Vineyard Anderson Valley
Deep red. Cherry, rose petal and musky herbs on the nose, with attractive spicy lift. Juicy and very pure, offering 
penetrating cherry and spicecake flavors and a wilder note of bitter herbs. The energetic finish features exhilarat-
ing spiciness and a a powerful impression of dried cherry. I like this wine's interplay of depth and vivacity; it clocks 
in at 13.8% alcohol. 91

2009 Drew Family Vineyards Pinot Noir Weir Vineyard Yorkville Highlands
Full ruby-red. Black raspberry, cherry-cola, mocha and a hint of vanilla on the nose. Deeply pitched dark berry 
flavors are supported by a spine of tangy acidity, picking up notes of candied rose and licorice with air. Chewy and 
structured but betrays no hard edges, finishing with very good focus and a persistent note of bitter cherry. This 
seems built to age; decant it for an hour or so if you plan on drinking it young. 91

2009 Drew Family Vineyards Pinot Noir The Gatekeepers Blend Mendocino Ridge
Deep ruby. Deeply pitched aromas and flavors of cherry, dark berries and red plum. Suave and velvety on entry but 
surprisingly lively, displaying bright red and dark berry flavors and a hint of bitter chocolate. The structured finish 
features good peppery lift and subtle notes of mint and anise. I like the way this wine evolves in the glass. 90

2009 Drew Family Vineyards Syrah Valenti Vineyard Anderson Valley
Opaque ruby. Initially subdued nose opens slowly to display cherry, dark berries, espresso, black pepper and anise. 
The dark berry and floral pastille flavors show an intriguing light touch for New World syrah, with the sappy fruit to 
the fore. There's a pinot-like delicacy and elegance here that I like, perhaps due to the wine's lowish 13.6% alco-
hol. Finishes silky and long, with suave tannins and gentle spiciness. Nothing overstated here. 90


